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1 Blessed are you who are called to teach, for you walk in the footsteps of the Master.

"Since you are ambassadors and ministers of Jesus Christ in the work that you do, you must act as representing Jesus Christ himself. He wants your disciples to see him in you and receive your instructions as if he were giving them to them. They must be convinced that your instructions are the truth of Jesus Christ who speaks with your mouth, that it is only in his name that you teach, and that it is he who has given you authority over them.” (MTR 3.2)

"Consider Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd of the Gospel who seeks the lost sheep, places it upon his shoulders, and carries it back to restore it to the fold. Since you are taking his place, look upon yourself as obliged to do the same thing. Ask him for the I grace needed to procure the conversion of their hearts.” (MTR 4.1)

"Jesus Christ, speaking to his apostles, told them that he gave an example to them that they might do as he himself had done. .... This is also what you must do, since Jesus Christ has chosen you among so many others to be his co-operators in the salvation of souls.” (MTR 4.2)

"He told his apostles, ‘I must announce the Gospel of the kingdom of God because this is why I have been sent.’ Say the same thing: that this is why Jesus Christ has sent you.” (MTR 7.2)

"In carrying out your service to children, you will not fulfill your ministry adequately, if you resemble Jesus Christ only in his guidance and in his conversion of souls. You must also enter into his purposes and his goals. He came on earth, as he himself said, only that people might have life and have it to the full. .... This must be your goal when you instruct your disciples." (MTR 4.3)

2. Blessed are you who sow peace and harmony in the staff room, yours will be the joy of the Lord.

"Saint Monica teaches us that when we have to live or deal with someone who has a disagreeable disposition, we must do two things: first, arm ourselves with patience and be accommodating; second, often ask God in prayer to give the other person a more accommodating spirit and grant you the grace to put up with him. Is this how you act when you happen to be in such a situation?” (Med 122.2)

"This, then, is a law of Jesus Christ, which must be observed; to support one another is a charity that each one is obliged to practice toward his Brothers if he wishes to preserve union with them and to show by his conduct that he forms one and the same society with them. It follows that each Brother shares in all that his Brothers suffer.” (Med 73.2)

"But the way to maintain union in a community in spite of all these different personalities is to bear up charitably with the defects of each other, to be ready to make allowances for others just as we want others to make allowances for us.” (Med 74.1)

"Your zeal for the children you instruct would not go very far and would not have much result or success if it limited itself only to words. To make it effective it is necessary that your example support your instructions, and this is one of the main signs of your zeal. Your zeal will become perfect only if you practice yourselves what you are teaching. Example makes a much greater impression on the mind and heart than words. Students are led more readily to do what they see done for them than what they hear told to them, above all when the teachers' words are not in harmony with their actions.” (MTR 10.3)

"Do you wish your disciples to do what is right? Do it yourself. You will persuade them much more readily through your example of wise and prudent behavior than through all the words you could speak to them. Do you want them to keep silence? Keep it yourself. You will make them prudent and self-controlled only in so far as you act that way yourself.” (Med 33.2)

"Your students observe you; this is why you are obliged to give them good example by your teaching. Is this how you act? Do you teach your disciples anything you do not practice yourselves? When you tell them to be self-controlled, are you the very first to act that way? Do you have the same charity for them that you want them to have for their companions? It is by conduct of this sort that you will be a model of good works in all things.” (Med 69.1)

3. Blessed are you who plant seeds of hope in youthful hearts, for they yearn for they coming of my kingdom.

"Often recall to mind the purpose of your vocation, and let this arouse you to do your part to establish and maintain the kingdom of God in the hearts of your students.” (Med 67.1)

"To give his Apostles convincing proof that he entrusted the salvation of the world and the establishment of his kingdom on earth to them, Jesus Christ says, 'Look at the birds in the sky .They do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns. Consider also the lilies of the field. They do not work, neither do they spin; nevertheless, not even Solomon in all his glory was every clothed like them.' Have you, then, so little faith as to fear that, if you accomplish your duty and devote yourselves entirely to bring about God's kingdom in your hearts and in the hearts of others, God would allow you to lack something necessary for you to live and be clothed"? (Med 67.2)

"Be convinced of what Saint Paul says, that you plant and water the seed, but it is God through Jesus Christ who makes it grow, and brings your work to fulfillment.” (MTR 4.1)

"You co-operate with God in his work, says Saint Paul, and the souls of the children whom you teach are the field that he cultivates through you. Since he is the One who has given you the ministry you exercise, when all of you appear before the judgment seat of Jesus Christ, each will give his own account to God of what he has done as a minister of God and as a dispenser of his mysteries for children.” (Med 13.1)

"All your care for the children entrusted to you would be useless if Jesus Christ himself did not give the quality, the power, and the efficacy that is needed to make your care useful. As the branch of the vine cannot bear fruit of itself, our Lord says, unless it remains attached to the stem, so neither can you bear fruit, if you do not remain in me.” (MTR 3.3)

4. Blessed are you when you share your faith with others, for your name is written in my heart.

"It is only by a spirit of faith that we can realize that the poor can be blessed, that we should love those who hate us, that we should return good for evil, .... and so many other truths entirely contrary to what nature suggests.” (Med 44.2)

"It was the faith with which he was already filled that enabled Peter to follow Jesus. Since Jesus Christ was then just a common man in the eyes of the world without any acclaim, nothing but a strong faith could have enabled anyone to leave everything in order to follow him, because to all appearances there was nothing to be hoped for from him.” (Med 139.1)

"Jesus Christ told his apostles that when the Holy Spirit, whom he calls the Spirit of Truth, would come, he would teach them all truth. He would make all things known to them by showing things not only as they appear outwardly, but as they really are in themselves, and as we can know them when we understand them truly with the eyes of faith.” (Med 44.1)

"Recognize Jesus beneath the poor rags of the children whom you have to instruct. Adore him in them...May faith lead you to do this with affection and zeal, because these children are the members of Jesus Christ.” (Med 96.3)

"You are under the obligation to instruct the children of the poor. You should, 

consequently, cultivate a very special tenderness for them and procure their spiritual welfare as far as you will be able, considering them as members of Jesus Christ and his well-beloved. Faith, which should animate you, should make you honor Jesus Christ in their persons, and make you prefer them to the wealthiest children on earth because they are living images of Jesus Christ our divine Master.” (Med 80.3)

5. Blessed are you who anguish now because your students are difficult, for one day they will thank you for your loving concern.

"Have you up to the present paid attention to yourself so that you correct your disciples only with God in view? Have you not corrected them with exaggerated zeal, and perhaps with impatience and anger? Was that to help them change their conduct, or was it not rather to punish them for some annoyance they cause you? Has charity guided you in this behavior, or have you not acted rather to vent your bad humor on them? Pay close attention to this in the future, so that you will conduct yourself in this important matter only with the desire to please God.” (MTR 12.1)

"If, then, you want your corrections to have the results they ought to have, administer them in away that can please God and those who receive them. Take care, above all, that it be charity and zeal for the salvation of the souls of your pupils that lead you to correct them. Show them so much kindness when you give corrections that, though you - may cause them pain, they not only will not be angry at you but will show you gratitude for the good you have done for them, a great regret for their faults, and a firm intention not to commit them again.” (MTR 12.3)

"It is for you who are teachers of those you guide to take all possible care to bring those under your guidance into that liberty of the children of God which Jesus Christ obtained for us by dying for us. To do this you need to have two qualities in your relationship with them. The first is gentleness and patience. The second is prudence in your reproofs and corrections.” (MTR 11.2).

"You, who hold the place of fathers and pastors of souls, fear that God will act the same way toward you, if you neglect to reprove and correct your disciples when it is needed, for you would have neglected the service with which God honored you when he put you in charge of guiding these children.” (MTR 11.3)

6. Blessed are you when efficiency gives way to compassion, for the deeper secret of education is yours.

"Do you have sentiments of charity and tenderness toward the poor children whom you have to educate? Do you take advantage of their affection for you to lead them to God? If you have for them the firmness of a father to restrain and withdraw them from misbehavior, you must also have for them the tenderness of a mother to draw them to you, and to do for them all the good that depends on you.” (Med 101.3)

"You carry out a work that requires you to touch hearts.” (Med 43.3)

"Do you have a faith that is such that it is able to touch the hearts of your students and inspire them with the Christian spirit? This is the greatest miracle you could perform and the one that God asks of you, for this is the purpose of your work.” (Med 139.3)

"You can perform several miracles in regard to both yourselves and your work: by an entire fidelity to grace and by touching the hearts of the wayward children entrusted to your care. .... Such are the miracles that God gives you the power to perform, and which he asks of you.” (Med 180.3)

"In today's gospel (John 10:11-16) Jesus Christ compares those who have charge of souls to a good shepherd who has great care for the sheep. One quality he must possess, according to our Savior, is to know each one of them individually. This should also be one of the main concerns of those who instruct others: to be able to understand their pupils and to discern the right way to guide them. They must show more mildness toward some, more firmness toward others. .... This guidance requires understanding and discernment of spirits.” (Med 33.1)

"It is also necessary, says Jesus Christ, that the sheep know their shepherd in order to be able to follow them. Two qualities are needed by those who lead others. .... The first is a high level of virtue in order to be models for others. .... The second is a great tenderness that must be shown by them for those entrusted to their care. They must be very alert to whatever can harm or wound their sheep.” (Med 33.2)

7. Blessed are you when you reach out to me in your students, for you will surely find me and rejoice.

"You should cultivate a very special tenderness for the poor and procure their spiritual welfare as far as you will be able, considering them as members of Jesus Christ and his well-beloved. Faith, which should animate you, should make you honor Jesus Christ in their persons, and make you prefer them to the wealthiest children on earth because they are the living images of Jesus Christ our divine Master.” (Med 80.3)

"Recognize Jesus beneath the poor rags of the children whom you have to instruct. Adore him in them. Love poverty and honor the poor after the example of the Magi. .... May faith lead you to do this with affection and zeal, because these children are members of Jesus Christ.” (Med 96.3)

"You are by your state obliged to instruct poor children. Do you love them? Do you honor Jesus Christ in their persons? With this in mind, do you prefer them to those who have a certain amount of material wealth? Do you have more concern for the former than for the latter. This saint (St. Margaret, Queen of Scotland) gives you an example of this, and teaches you how you should look upon the poor.” (Med 133.3)

"You know that you are responsible for the instruction of the poor. Imitate the 

tenderness of this saint (St. Dominic) toward them, and overcome nature when it suggests that you have more consideration for the wealthy. Jesus Christ will look upon the good you do to the poor as done to himself.” (Med 150.1)

"You are required by your work to love the poor, since the task you have in this work is to devote yourself to their instruction. Look upon them with Saint Francis as images of Jesus Christ. . . . . In this way the more affection you show for them, the more you will belong to Jesus Christ.” (Med 173.1)

8. Blessed are you who lead young people in paths of justice and peace, for you will shine like stars for all eternity.

"Consider that the purpose of the coming of the Son of God into this world was to destroy sin. This must also be the main purpose of the establishment of the Christian Schools and therefore the first object of your zeal.” (MTR 10.1).

"Since your ministry has for its purpose to procure the salvation of souls, the first concern you ought to have is to procure this goal as far as you are able. You must in this imitate God to some extent, for he so loved the souls he created that when he saw them involved in sin and unable to be freed from sin by themselves, the zeal and affection that he had for their salvation led him to send his own Son to rescue them from their miserable condition.” (MTR 9.3)

"On the day of judgment your disciples will be your glory, if you have instructed them well and if they have profited from your instructions, because the lessons you have given them and the profit they have made from them will be unveiled before the whole world. Not only on that day but throughout all eternity, you will receive the glory of having instructed them well, because the glory that you have procured for them will reflect on you. Fulfill the duties of your work so well, then, that you may be able to enjoy this blessing.” (MTR 16.1)

"For the future, then, devote yourself with zeal and affection to your work, since it will be one of the most helpful ways to assure your salvation.” (MTR 15.1)

"In heaven those who instruct many persons in Christian justice will shine like stars throughout all eternity. They will shine, indeed, in the midst of those whom they have instructed, who will eternally bear witness to the great gratitude they have for so many instructions they received from their teachers, whom they will regard as the cause, after God, of their salvation. What a sharing of joy there will be between the teachers and their discip1est" (MTR 16.2).

